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ARTICLE 1: OVERVIEW OF SEWERS 
§10.0101   General Definitions 
 Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meaning of terms used in this ordinance shall be construed as follows: 
A. “BOD” (denoting Biochemical Oxygen Demand) shall mean the quantity of oxygen utilized in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five (5) days at twenty (20) degrees Centigrade, expressed in milligrams per liter. 
B. “Building Sewer” shall mean the extension from the building drain to the public sewer or other place of disposal, also called house connection. 
C. “Garbage” shall mean solid wastes from the domestic and commercial preparation, cooking, and dispensing of food, and from the handling, storage, and sale of produce. 
D. “Natural Outlet” shall mean any outlet into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake or other body of surface or groundwater. 
E. “Person” shall mean any individual, firm, company, association, society, corporation, or group. 
F. “Public Sewer” shall mean a sewer in which all owners of abutting properties have equal rights, and is controlled by public authority. 
G. “Sanitary Sewer” shall mean a sewer that carried liquid and water-carried wastes from residences, commercial buildings, industrial plants, and institutions together with minor quantities of ground, storm and surface waters that are not admitted intentionally. 
H. “Sewage” shall mean a combination of the water-carried wastes from residences, business buildings, institutions, and industrial establishments, together with such ground, surface, and stormwaters as may be present. The preferred term is “wastewater.” 
I. “Sewer” shall mean a pipe or conduit that carries wastewater or drainage water. 
J. “Shall” is mandatory; “May” is permissive. 
K. “Storm Drain” (sometimes called “storm sewer”) shall mean a sewer which carries storm and surface waters and drainage, but excludes sewage and industrial wastes, other than unpolluted cooling water. 
L. “Wastewater” shall mean the spent water of a community. From the standpoint of source, it may be a combination of the liquid and water-carried wastes from residences, commercial buildings, industrial plants, and institutions, together with any ground water and stormwater that may be present.  
M. “Wastewater Facilities” shall mean the structures, equipment, and processes required to collect, carry away, and treat domestic and industrial wastes and dispose of the effluent. 
N. “Wastewater Treatment Works” shall mean an arrangement of devices and structures for treating wastewater, industrial wastes and sludge. Sometimes used as synonymous with “wastewater treatment plant” or “wastewater treatment plant” or “water pollution control plant.” 
§10.0102   Purpose. 
 	It is the purpose of this chapter to accomplish the following objectives: 
A. To generate sufficient revenue to pay all costs for the operation and maintenance of the complete wastewater system; 
B. To regulate the use of public sewers and drains, the proper design and construction of building sewers and connections, and the discharge of waters and wastes into the public sewer system; and 
C. To provide for penalties for violations of this chapter. 
ARTICLE 2: GENERATING SUFFICIENT REVENUE 
§10.0201   Determining the total annual cost of operation and maintenance. 
 	The Council shall determine the total annual costs of operation and maintenance of the wastewater system which are necessary to maintain the capacity and performance, during the service life of the treatment works, for which such works were designed and constructed.  The total annual cost of operation and maintenance shall include, but need not be limited to, labor, repairs, equipment replacement, maintenance, necessary modifications, power, sampling, laboratory tests, and a reasonable contingency fund. 
§10.0202   Determining each user’s wastewater contribution percentage. 
 The Council shall determine to each user or user class the average daily volume of wastewater discharged to the wastewater system, which shall then be divided by the average daily volume of all wastewater discharged to the wastewater system to determine such user’s Volume Contribution Percentage.  The amount used as the total average daily volume of wastewater shall exclude infiltration and inflow.  The Council shall determine for each user or user class the average daily poundage of 5-day 20-degree Centigrade Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) discharged to the wastewater system which shall then be divided by the average daily poundage of all 5-day BOD discharged to the wastewater system to determine such user’s BOD Contribution percentage. 
 The Council shall determine for each user or user class the average daily Total Suspended Solids (TSS) poundage discharged to the wastewater system which shall then be divided by the average daily poundage of all TSS discharged to the wastewater system, to determine such user’s TSS Contribution Percentage.  The Volume Contribution Percentage, BOD Contribution Percentage and TSS Contribution Percentage for each user or user class shall be multiplied by the annual operation and maintenance costs for wastewater treatment of the total volume flow, total 5-day 20 degree centigrade BOD and total TSS, respectively. 
§10.0203   Determining a surcharge system for users with excess BOD and TSS. 
 The Council will assess a surcharge rate for all non-residential users discharging wastes with BOD and TSS strengths greater than the average residential users.  Such users will be assessed a surcharge sufficient to cover the cost of treating their above-normal strength wastes.  Normal strength wastes are considered to be 250 ppm BOD and 2 ppm TSS.  The surcharge rate structure for such above-normal strength waste discharge is attached (Appendix A). 
§10.0204   Determining each user’s wastewater service charge. 
 Each non-residential user’s wastewater treatment cost contributions as determined in Sections 3 and 4 shall be added together to determine such user’s annual wastewater service charge.  Residential users may be considered to be one class of user and an equitable service charge may be considered to be one class of user and an equitable service charge may be determined for each user based on an estimate for the total wastewater contribution of this class of user.  The Council may classify industrial, commercial, and other non-residential establishments as a residential user, provided that the wastes from these establishments are equivalent to the wastes from the average residential user with respect to volume, total suspended solids, and BOD.  Each user’s wastewater treatment cost contribution will be assessed in accordance with the attached rate schedule (see Appendix B). 
§10.0205   Subsequent fee for changes. 
 The Council shall be authorized to subsequently amend the amounts charged for the repair and maintenance of any portion of the wastewater system as needed in order to generate sufficient revenue to cover all costs associated with said wastewater system. 
§10.0206   Wastewater facilities replacement fund. 
 A reserve fund called the Wastewater Facilities Replacement Fund is hereby established within the wastewater utility fund for the purpose of providing sufficient funds to be expended for obtaining and installing equipment, accessories, and appurtenances during the useful life (20 years) of the wastewater treatment facilities necessary to maintain the capacity and performance which facilities are designed and constructed (see Appendix C). 
§10.0207   Payment of the user’s wastewater service charge and penalties. 
 The City shall submit an annual statement to the user for the user’s annual service wastewater service charge or one-twelfth of the user’s annual wastewater service charge may be included with the monthly water and/or wastewater service charge may be included with the monthly water and/or wastewater utility billing.  The City shall add a penalty of 1.5% percent per month if the payment is not received by the City within 30 days.  Should any user fail to pay the user wastewater service charge and penalty within 6 months after the due date, the City may assess such delinquent payment against the property served and certify the same to the County Auditor for collection. 
§10.0208   Review of each user’s wastewater service charge. 
 The City shall review the total annual cost of operation and maintenance as well as each user’s Wastewater Contribution Percentage not less often than every two years and will revise the system as necessary to assure equity of the service charge system established herein and to assure that sufficient funds are obtained to adequately operate and maintain the wastewater treatment works.   The City shall apply to excess revenues collected from a class of users to the costs of the operation and maintenance attributable to that class for the next year and adjust the rate accordingly.  If a significant user, such as an industry, has completed in-plant modifications which would change that user’s Wastewater Contribution Percentage, the user can present, at a regularly scheduled meeting of the governing body, such factual information and the City shall then determine if the user’s Wastewater Contribution Percentage is to be changed, the City shall notify the user of its findings as soon as possible. 
§10.0209   Notification. 
 Each user will be notified, at least annually, in conjunction with a regular bill, of the rate and that portion of the user charges which are attributable to wastewater treatment services. 
ARTICLE 3: REGULATION OF PUBLIC SEWERS 
§10.0301   Use of Public Sewers Required. 
A. Depositing garbage or waste in unsanitary matter – Prohibited.  It shall be unlawful for any person to place, deposit, or permit to be deposited in any unsanitary manner on public or private property within the City, or in any area under the jurisdiction of said City, any human or animal excrement, garbage, or other objectionable waste. 
B. Discharging to any natural outlet – Prohibited.  It shall be unlawful to discharge to any natural outlet within the City, or in any area under the jurisdiction of said City, any sewage or other polluted waters except where suitable treatment has been provided in accordance with subsequent provisions of this ordinance. 
C. Construction or maintenance of privies, cesspools, etc. – Prohibited. Except as hereinafter provided, it shall be unlawful to construct or maintain any privy vault, septic tank, cesspool, or other facility intended or used for the disposal of wastewater.  
D. Connections required.  The owner of all houses, buildings, or properties used for human occupancy, employment, recreation, or other purposes, situated within the City and abutting on any street, alley, or right-of-way in which there is now located or may in the future be located a public sanitary or combined sewer of the City, is hereby required at the owners expense to install suitable toilet facilities therein, and to connect such facilities directly with the proper public sewer in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance, within 60 days after date of official notice to do so, provided that said public sewer is within 200 feet (61 meters) of the property line. 
§10.302   Proper design and construction of new sewers and connections. 
The size, slope, alignment, materials of construction of all sanitary sewers and sewer connections, and the methods to be used in excavating, placing of pipe, jointly, testing, and backfilling the trench, shall all conform to the requirements of the building and plumbing code or other applicable rules and regulations of the City of Epping and the State of North Dakota.  In the absence of code provision or in amplification thereof, the materials and procedures set forth in appropriate specifications of the A.S.T.M. and W.P.C.F. Manual of Practice No. 9 shall apply. 
§10.0303   Prohibition of clear water connections. 
 No person shall make connection of roof downspouts, exterior foundation drains, areaway drains, or other sources of runoff or groundwater to a building sewer or building drain which in turn is connected directly or indirectly to a public sanitary sewer. 
§10.0304   Wastes prohibited from being discharged to the wastewater treatment system. 
 The discharge of any waters containing toxic or poisonous solids, liquids, or gases in sufficient quantity, either singly, or by interaction with other wastes, to contaminate the sludge of any municipal systems, or to injure or interfere with any sewage treatment process, constitute a hazard in or have an adverse effect on the waters receiving any discharge from the treatment works is hereby prohibited. 
 Each user which discharges any toxic pollutants which cause an increase in the cost of managing the effluent or the sludge of the City of Epping treatment works shall pay for such increased costs. 
ARTICLE 4: PENALTIES 
§10.0401   Penalties. 
 Any person found to be violating any provision of this chapter shall be served by the City with written notice stating the nature of the violation and providing a reasonable time limit for the satisfactory correction thereof.  The offender shall, within the period of time stated in such notice, permanently cease all violations. 
 Any person who shall continue any violation beyond the time limit provided for in the notice shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be fined in the amount non exceeding $25.00 for each violation.  Each day in which any such violation shall continue shall be deemed a separate offense. 
 Any person found in violation any of the provisions of this ordinance shall become liable to the City for any expense, loss, or damage, occasioned the City by reason of such violation. 
 	 

APPENDIX A: Surcharge Rate Schedule for Above Normal Strength Wastes 
 The City of Epping, or its Engineer, has determined that the average Total Suspended Solids (TSS) and 5-day Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) daily loadings for the average residential user are 200 ppm BOD and 250 ppm TSS.  The City of Epping, or its Engineer, has assessed a surcharge rate for all non-residential users discharging wastes with BOD and TSS strengths greater than the average residential user.  The surcharge will be sufficient to cover the costs of treating with such users’ above normal strength wastes.  Such users will pay an additional service charge of $1.95 cents per 1,000 gallons for each 25 ppm over 200 ppm of BOD and $1.04 cents per 1,000 gallons for each 25 ppm over 250 ppm TTS. 
APPENDIX B: Rate Schedule 
Ordinance §10.0501 is an ordinance of the City of Epping amending Appendix B Chapter X:  Sewers to the Epping code of ordinances regarding rate schedules as set out below.  The changes are as follows:
 Residential users are considered to be one class of user and are assessed a charge of $20.00 per month.  Non-residential users with flows no greater than the average residential user’s flow of 9,600 gallons per month and with BOD and TSS no greater than the average residential user’s strength of 200 ppm BOD and 250 ppm TSS will pay the same charge of $20.00 as the average residential user. 
 Non-residential users with volumes greater than the average residential user will pay an addition charge of $0.52 per 1,000 gallons per month for all flows greater than the average residential user’s flow of 9,600 gallons per month. 
 Any non-residential user with BOD and TSS greater than the average residential user’s strength of 220 ppm BOD and 250 ppm TSS will pay a surcharge in accordance with the rates shown in the surcharge rate schedule (Appendix A). 



APPENDIX C: Wastewater Facilities Replacement Fund Schedule 
 The reserve fund called the Wastewater Facilities Replace Fund established within the wastewater utility fund as an interest bearing account shall be funded by a deposit of $500.00 per year obtained from the wastewater utility fund at the end of each fiscal year.   
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